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begs his mother to let him go his own way. The king does not know
whether to break his word or not, but he is more or less forced to
decide in favour of Zayathein as all the ministers press for the appoint-
ment of that prince as successor. The king then retires to the forest
and Zayathein becomes king. The new king bears no malice towards
Parpahein, who, however, refuses to come and pay homage to him.
As the messengers sent to order him to come and pay homage are
roughly treated by Parpahein and his followers, the king has no
choice but to arrest his brother and put him as a labourer in the
elephant stables as punishment. Athumbain, the youngest of the
brothers, tries to get Parpahein's release, but in vain. That night,
however, Parpahein succeeds in escaping from the stables and tries
to scale the walls of the palace with the intention of assassinating the
king. The latter, fortunately, is not in the palace. He has come out
to listen unrecognized to the gossip of the city and learn the verdict
of his people on the happenings of the day and the changes in the
palace. The king sees Parpahein, and in the scuffle that follows,
the king is victorious. The palace-guards come out in alarm, and
Parpahein is given in charge to be executed at dawn. Athumbain
arrives on the scene, and succeeds in obtaining the king's pardon
for Parpahein, who is, however, ordered to leave the kingdom at
once. Parpahein pretends to leave for the frontier, but actually
he goes to a remote part of the kingdom. He arrives there at dawn,
and succeeds in winning the villagers to his side. He and his men
make ready to march on the city. At dusk, in a part of the forest
near the rebellious villages, Athumbain and a few bodyguards arrive
on an embassy to a neighbouring kingdom to bring back its
princess to be the queen of Zayathein. They pitch their camp
for the night. During the night, Parpahein and his rebels march
through the forest on their way to attack the city, and discover
Athumbain and his followers. The young prince is executed on a
trivial charge, and his followers are forced to join the rebel army.
Parpahein and his men take the city and palace by surprise, but
Zayathein escapes with his magic sword and spear. There is still
some chance for him to regain the throne with his magic weapons,
and he goes to the forest to bide his time. There he finds the dead
body of his brother, and he is nearly maddened with grief. An
alchemist1 enters on the scene and recognizing his king, restores the

1 The   Burmese   alchemist   is   somewhat   different   from   his   European
counterpart.